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United Way Invests Over $2,000,000 in the Community
Fort Smith ARK – United Way of Fort Smith Area, Inc. announces the 2010 Campaign Community Investment is over $2.0 million dollars thanks to numerous community volunteers and civic minded companies.  “The 2010 campaign, under the Leadership of Jim Walcott of Weldon Williams, & Lick, and Blair Parnell, United Way 2010 Board Chairman (BancorpSouth) provided the leadership that has become so synonymous with the term United Way Volunteer.  Immeasurable, invaluable, top drawer, over the top, pick one, they all apply to the type of community volunteers we have in this community“, said Tom Minton, Executive Director of United Way.  Minton went on to say, “Without the sense of community we have here none of this would be possible.  We are truly blessed with so many who care for their fellow human beings.”

This year’s allocation process was once again conducted entirely by community minded volunteers.  Over sixty people divided into ten teams evaluated request for funds from our 33 community partners as well as three new partner requests.  

Each United Way partner is reviewed extensively by an allocation team. United Way uses multiple criteria in its award process.  With four key areas being:
	•Well- managed by a professional staff
	•Well- governed by a volunteer board using best management practices
	•Financially sound with a sustainable funding base 
	•Demonstrating measurable results for a population with great needs

After the agencies are reviewed, the chairs of each of the 10 panels are brought together to form the Allocation Council.  This year the Allocation Council Chairperson was United Way Board member and Van Buren Chamber of Commerce Executive Director, Jackie Krutsch.  The Allocation Council is charged with reviewing the recommendations of each team and determining the funding levels for each applicant so as to align within available campaign funds.  The United Way Board of Directors examines the recommendations made by the Allocation Council and the financial records of each agency.  This rigorous review process ensures that United Way contributions are used effectively, efficiently, and in areas recommended by community volunteers.

United Way Board Chair, Sam T. Sicard, said that “we take pride in the fact that over 60 United Way community volunteers drove the allocation process.  It’s not our staff that determines the amount awarded to agencies.  Our volunteers made recommendations to United Way board members, who make the final decision on allocation amounts.

United Way believes that focusing on programs and services that support our three service areas and holding them accountable for results will notably increase the chances of improving the lives in our communities,” said Tom Minton, United Way Executive Director. “The allocation process is hard work and requires dedication from the volunteers who take their responsibility very seriously.”

