Walcott to Chair 2010 United Way Campaign 
United Way of Fort Smith Area has announced that Jim Walcott, President/CEO of Weldon, Williams & Lick, Inc will serve as the 2010 Campaign Chair. The campaign is the area’s single largest fundraising effort conducted on an annual basis.
“United Way is thrilled to have Jim Walcott as its 2010 Campaign Chair,” said Tom Minton, United Way Executive Director. “He understands the far reaching impact that United Way has on the community and he is committed to having a successful year. Our community is fortunate to have such a strong leader spearheading this year’s campaign.” 
Walcott started with WW&L in 1977. He assumed the role of President/CEO in 1985. Prior to working for WW&L, Walcott graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering Degree from the University of Mississippi. He worked for the US Naval Oceanographic Office from 1975-1977. He is married to the former Jane Elliott. Together they have two children, Jennifer and Dexter. 
Walcott is no stranger to United Way. “When I started working at WW&L, I made my first contribution to United Way through the company’s payroll deduction campaign.” Since then, he has served on United Way’s Board of Directors and allocation panels. He is also a member of United Way’s Cornerstone Leadership Club and Loyal Contributors Group. 
“I am honored to be this year’s Chair,” stated Walcott.  “I believe in and am committed to United Way.” He acknowledged that “these are interesting times” but noted one of the reasons he is such a strong UW supporter is that the organization is a “very efficient way to engage the most people in the Fort Smith Area.”  
Weldon, Williams & Lick is a long-time supporter of United Way and its community partner agencies. One of WW&L’s founders was a member of the “Committee of 21,” the group that founded the Community Chest, now known as United Way of Fort Smith Area. Every October, the company participates in the campaign with a month full of activities and events. In 2009, Weldon, Williams & Lick conducted its most successful fundraising campaign ever raising over $118,000 for United Way. The total was an increase of more than 11% from the previous year. 
As chair, Walcott will assist the United Way staff and Board of Directors with all aspects of the campaign, including employee presentations, personal asks for contributions and seeking out prospects for new donors and company participation. Walcott has already been working with the United Way staff and Board of Directors in overseeing the Cornerstone Giving Campaign. In August, Pacesetter Companies will conduct their United Way campaigns. The Pacesetters help “set the pace” by jumpstarting fundraising efforts. Historically, Pacesetters have accounted for nearly 50% of the entire campaign dollars raised. 
In addition to volunteering for United Way, Walcott also serves on the Board of Directors for First National Bank of Fort Smith, University of Arkansas – Fort Smith Foundation, Fort Smith Regional Healthcare Foundation, Associated Industries of Arkansas and the Fort Smith Chamber of Commerce. He is also a board member for Harbor House, one of United Way’s 33 Community Partner Agencies. He is also a vestry member at St. John’s Episcopal Church in Fort Smith. 
United Way of Fort Smith Area serves six counties including Crawford, Franklin, Logan and Sebastian Counties in Arkansas and LeFlore and Sequoyah Counties in Oklahoma. Its 2009 campaign raised over $2.2 million which was allocated to its 33 Community Partner Agencies and various Community Impact Programs including Stuff the Bus, Day of Caring and Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library. 
The 2010 Campaign will officially kick off on September 9 with the annual Kick-off luncheon at Golden Living in Fort Smith. At the event, the 2nd Annual Pacesetter of the Year Award will be presented. Totals from the Pacesetter and Cornerstone Giving Campaigns will also be announced. For more information, contact United Way at 479-782-1311 or visit www.unitedwayfortsmith.org. 

